Abstract. The dunnock song repertoire comprises multiple song types, and during bouts of singing males repeat a song type several times before switching. Several hypotheses suggest that the rate at which males switch song types may function in male-male aggression, mate attraction, or both. Dunnocks switched song types 10 times faster when searching for a receptive female than during male-male interactions. Polyandrous and polygynandrous males switched song types significantly faster than monogamous and polygynous males when separated from a fertile female, but there was no difference in switching rates during song duels or spontaneous song bouts outside the fertile period. Thus males were more likely to switch song types if they were competing to attract a receptive female than if they had exclusive access to females. Contrary to the predictions of the anti-exhaustion and anti-habituation hypotheses, the rate of song switching was higher in the contexts in which song rate was slower.
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The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour
In many species of songbirds, males possess a repertoire of different song types which appear to be functionally equivalent. One explanation for the functional significance of song repertoires is that multiple song types are beneficial because they enable song-type switching. The rate of song switching is highly variable between species. At one extreme, males repeat each song type numerous times before switching to a new one (eventual variety), whereas at the other extreme song types are switched after every song (immediate variety, Catchpole & Slater 1995) .
Several studies have shown that the pattern of song switching may also vary considerably within a species. Males may switch song types more rapidly than usual when courting a receptive female (Bewick's wrens, Thryomanes bewickii, house wrens, Troglodytes aëdon, winter wrens, In an experiment using stuffed red-winged blackbirds as stimuli, Searcy & Yasukawa (1990) found that the song switching frequency of male red-winged blackbirds was three times greater in response to the female stimulus than to the male stimulus.
High levels of song switching also occur in the context of male-male interactions. Increased switching is a typical response of eastern meadowlarks to territorial intruders (D'Agincourt & Falls 1983) and of western meadowlarks before, during and after chases and boundary displays (Horn & Falls 1991) . Song sparrows increase the rate of song switching in more aggressive male-male interactions (Kramer et al. 1985) , and Carolina wrens, Thryothorus ludovicianus, increase switching in response to playback of male song (Simpson 1985) .
These studies suggest that increasing the rate of song switching might function in the attraction of females or the repulsion of rival males. Rapid song switching might attract females or repel males by advertising repertoire size (Horn & Falls 1991) , exploiting a female bias for variety (Searcy 1992) , or acting as a graded signal of aggression (Kramer & Lemon 1983) or of readiness to interact (Falls & D'Agincourt 1982) . Two alternative hypotheses, the anti-exhaustion hypothesis (Lambrechts & Dhondt 1988) 
